
© 2020 Illustrated Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. illustratedministry.com
May be reproduced for congregational and personal use only, provided each copy carries this notice.

Describe a time when you were in an unfamiliar and maybe even scary situation.
Note: If you are with a group, have each person take a turn sharing.

1. How did it feel?
2. How did you find your way again? 
3. Did anyone help you?

Scripture Reading: Exodus 17:1-7
Note: Parents with young children, please read through the scripture text prior to reading it outloud together and 
paraphrase where you feel is needed for your children so as not to cause undue alarm or fear.

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord 
commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The people 
quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with 
me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained 
against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock 
with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready 
to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of 
Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing 
there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the 
people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and 
Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

Reflection
This morning’s scripture is from the book of Exodus. It tells us about a time when the Israelites were lost in 
the wilderness and in a time of crisis. The wilderness was, and still is, an unfamiliar and sometimes scary 
place. It was hard to find your way and get the things you needed. 

The Israelites were especially afraid of not having food or water. They began to panic because they had 
faced such hard times in Egypt and were afraid of their new situation in the wilderness. But God wanted the 
Israelites to trust that God knew what they needed and would take care of them. 

God told Moses to strike a rock to make water come out of the place where they least expected it. Even 
though the Israelites struggled to trust because they didn’t know how to get what they needed, God was still 
there with them. 

Right now, as we feel unsure and maybe even a little scared about what is happening with the COVID-19 
outbreak, we can rest assured that God loves us and takes care of us, sometimes in ways we don’t expect.
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Discussion Questions
1. What makes you feel better when you’re scared or not sure what’s going to happen?
2. Take some time to look at the illustration. What do you notice? 
3. What makes you feel comforted when you are in an unfamiliar situation?
4. What can you do to help in uncertain, and unfamiliar times like this one?

Prayer
Dear God, thank you for loving us and taking care of us, even and especially when we are in an unfamiliar 
situation and afraid. Help us to trust in you, even when things don’t happen the way we expect. Amen.
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